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To be continued every THURSDAY. 





TuursbDAay, November the 7th, 1754. 





) HE following letter is written with 
» fuch an air of truth, that, though 
it comes from one of thofe unhappy 
creatures who have always a ftory 
to tell in palliation of their infamy, 
I cannot refufe giving it a place in 





EBNF did this poor girl be a common one, 
it may poflibly be lefs practiced by being more known. 
All I fhall fay farther is, that I have made no other al- 
teration in the letter, than to correct falfe fpellings and 
a few errors in the Englith. 


Jo Mr. Fitz-Apam. 
STR, 


I am the daughter of very honeft and reputable pa- 
rents in the north of England ; but as an account of my 
family does in no way relate to my ftory, I fhall avoid 
troubling you with any farther particulars on that head. 
At the age of feventeen I had leave from my father and 
mother to accompany a neighbouring family of fome 
diftinétion to town, having lived in the ftricteft intimacy 
with the young ladies of that family ever fince I was 


a child. 
AT 
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AT our arrival in town, we were vifited by a great 
deal of company, and among the reft, by a young gen- 
tleman of fortune, who feldom paffed a day without 
feeing us. As this gentleman’s family, and that of my 
friends had been long acquainted, his admiffion to us 
was without the leaft ceremony ; and indeed he was 
looked upon by the young ladies and mayfelf rather as a 
brother than a vifitor. I had often obferved, and I 
confefs, with a fecret fatisfation, that his behaviour to 
Me, efpecially when alone, was fomewhat more parti- 
cular than to any of my companions ; ; and I could not 
help placing it to his favoural rle opinion of me, that he 


was continually contriving parties abroad to amufe and 
entertain us. 


One afternoon, having been troubled with the head- 
ach in the morning, and having therefore excufed my- 
felf from dining and fupping out with the family where 
I lived, he called, as he had many times done, to afk us 
to the play. I exprefied my concern at the ladies being 
from home, but toolifhly {uffered myfelf to be perfuaded 
to go alone with him into the gallery, after having been 
laughed at for my objections, and told that I ou; oht to 
have a better opinion of him than to think him ca- 
pable of afking me to do an improper thing. 


WHueEn the play was over, we took coach to return 
home ; bet the coachman, having no doubt received 
his leffon, ftopped juft at the door of a tavern, telling 
us that one of the traces was broke, and that he could 
go no farther. I fuffered myfelf to be handed into the 
tavern, while another coach was called, which not be- 
ing immediately to be had, my companion obferved to 
me fmilingly, that it was a happy accident, and as the 
ee I ved with would not fup at ‘lating 1 fhould be 

his gueft that evening ; and without waiting for a reply, 
ordered fupper and a bottle of champaign. It was in 
vain that 1 remonitrated againft this propotal ; he knew, 
he faid, that my friends would not return till tweive ; 


and there could be no kind of karm in eating a bit of 


‘chicken, and drinking a glafs of wine where we were. 
I was frightened at the thoughts of what I was doing, 
but was indifcreet enough to confent. His behaviour 
to me all the time was the moft refpeétful in the world. 
He took care to engage my attention by fome interefting 
difcourfe, afiuring me, as often as I attempted to move, 
that it was quite early, and that till a coach could be 
had, it was to no purpofe to attempt going. 


I very freeiy confefs, that being extremely heated 
at the playhoufe, I was tempted to “drink a glals or two 
of 
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of wine more than I was accuftomed to, which furried 
me a good deal; and as my heart was by no means -in- 
different to Him who was entertaining me, the time 
paffed away almoft imperceptibly. However, recollect- 
ing myfelf at laft, I infifted peremptorily upon going ; 
ladies, feeing me in earneft, he pulled out his a 1, 
and, as if violently furprifed, declared it was paft two 

o'clock ; adding, in the greateft feeming confternation, 
that it would be impoffible for me to go home that 
night, and curfing his own folly for the mifchief he had 


brought upon me. 


I wict not attempt, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to defcribe the 
confufion I was in. Yet ftill I infifted upon going home, 
which he endeavoured to difuade me from, by faying 
that he too well knew the temper of the gentleman at 
whofe houfe I lived, to think of carrying me thither at 
fo late an hour ; that he would conduct me to a lady of 
his acquaintance, who fhould wait on me home in the 
morning, and make an excufe for my lying out. I an- 
fwered -him, that I would lie nowhere but at home; 
that I detefted myfelf for going out with him, and that 
] would return immediately, let the hour be what it 
would. ‘ Let us go firft of all, replied he, to the la- 
dy’s, where I will leave you but for a moment, and 
*« fee if the family are fitting up for you; for to knock 
«< at the door and be refufed admittance would ruin 
your reputation in the opinion of all the neighbour- 
“« hood.” I ftiil infifted upon going home ; 2 and : a coach 
was accordingly called and procured; but inftead of 
carrying me to my friends, it {topped at a houfe in ano- 
ther ftreet. Here I was forced againft my will to alight. 
The miftrefs of it was up; a circumftance which I 
fhould have wondered at, if I had not been frightened 
almoit to death, and incapable of thinking, (peaking, or 
knowing what I did. 


Tue wretch, after having apolog rized to the lady for 
the diftrefs he had brouzht me into, lefe me in great 
hafte, to biing me intelligence of what was doing at 
home. He returned in a fhort time, and with the 
greatelt feeming concern in his countenance, told me, 
that he had learnt from one of the fervants, that the 
family had {upped at home; that they were cxatperated 
againft me beyond furgivenefs ; that they concluded me 
wadone ; and that they had fworn never to admit me 
within their doors again. 


‘I was quite thunderftruck at this intelligence, and 
accufed the wretch: who brought it me as the vileft of 
men. 
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men. He fell upon his knees, conjuring me not to think 
him capable of any defign in what was done, and vow- 
ing to facrifice his lite and fortune to reinftate me in the 
good opinion of my friends. I was obliged now to put 
myfelf under his protection; but refuted going to bed, 

though prefied to it by the lady of the houfe, who called 
herfelf his relation. Early in the morning, taking the 
lady along with him, he pretended to go again to my 
friends ; but returned to me with an account that the 

were quite outrageous againft me, and abfolutely deter- 
mined never to fee me again. I wrote to them in 
the moft moving manner that my heart could dictate, 
and gave the letter to the care of this falfe friend. I wrote 
alfo to my parents letter after letter, but without receiv- 
ing a fyllable from them in return ; fo that I now looked 
upon myfelfas compleatly undone. The anxiety | {uf- 
fered threw me into a fever, during which time the 
wretch hardly ever ftirred from my bed-fide, vowing 
that his life depended upon my recovery. I was foon 
indeed reftored to my health, but never to my peace. 

My betrayer began now to talk to me of love; and I be- 
gan foolifhly to regard him as one that had fuffered too 
much for what I could not impute to him as a crime. 
He faw, and took care hourly to realy my too 
favourable opinion of him; and at length (for why 
fhould I dwell minutely on what I with forever to forget?) 
by a thoufand {tratagems on his fide, and by fatal incli- 
nation on my own, irrecoverably undid me. 

From that very day his affections began to cool: and 
(will it be believed when I tell it?) he grew in a very 
little time to hate me to that degree, that in order to get 
rid of me, and to make our feparation my own act, he 
confeffed to me the whole fcheme he had Jaid to get me ; 
fhewed me advertifements in the papers from my friends 
and parents, offering rewards for my difcovery ; and re- 
turned me the Lasersil had written to them, every one 


of which he had detained. 


I stoop aftonifhed at his villany, and abhorred him 
in my foul. But alas! it was now too late for me to 
apply to friends. Rumuinating one afternoon on my de- 
plorable condition, 1 was furprifed at feeing an elderly 
lady enter my chamber. She made me an apology for 
her vifit, and very frankly told me, that from fome dif- 
tant hints which the had that day received from the mif- 
trefs of the houfe, fhe apprehended I was fallen into bad 
hands ; which, if true, fhe would be glad to aflift me 
to the utmoft of her power. She fpoke this with ° 

muc 
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much affeGtion and ‘good-nature, that I site no ) feruple 
of telling her my whole ftory, which fo extremely 
affected her, that the fhed tears while I fpoke, and often 
interrupted me with her exclamations againft the villany 
of men. At the conclufion fhe offered that moment to 
take me away, afluring me that her houfe, her purfe, 
and her fincereft friendfhip fhould always bemine. I 
would have fallen on my knees to thank her, but fhe 
prevented me ; and order zacoach to be called, the 
conveyed me that very ev ening to her country houfe. 


I srAYED there a week, and met with the moft kind 
and tender treatment from her. She compelled me to 
accept of fome changes of clothes and linen, and then 
brought me to her hout i in town; where, in lefs than 
fout-and- -twenty hours, fhe told me, without the featt 
ceremony, that Ino doubt knew for winat purpoie fhe 
had taken me, and that as I could have no pretenfions to 
modefty, fhe hoped my behaviour would be fuch as 
fhould give her no cccafion to repent of her kindnefs to 
me. I defired to underitand her, and was informed 
(though not in plain words) that my benefactrefs was a 
bawd, and that the had taken me into her family for the 
moft infamous of purpotes. I trembied with amazement, 
and infifted on leaving the houfe that inftant. She told 
me, I was at full liberty to do fo; but that firft I muft 
pay her for my lodving and clothes. She fpoke this 
with great eafe and car Aefinisla, and then left me to my- 
felf. I ran down ftairs with precipitation ; but alas ! 
{carce was I out of the ftreet before I was ftopt and 
brought back by a bailiff who had a writ againft me. I 
requeited that ] might have leave to write to the gentle- 
man from whom I had been taken: for bad as he was, 
I {aid, he would not utterly defertme. I was permitted to 
write as I defired ; and the wretch indeed anfwered my 
letter : but it was only to tell me, that as I had thought 
proper to run away from him, he fhould have nothing 
farther to fay to me; and that, in fhort, I muft either 
fubmit to conditions, or go immediately with the bailiff. 
Frightened at the horrors ofa prifon, and hoping that 

ny ftory might move compaftfion in thofe to whom | was 
to be introduced, I confented to co as they would have 
me. But alas, fir! Twas miftaken: they liftened in- 
deed to my ftory 5 ; but inftead of melting at my misfor- 
tunes, they adored me, they faid, for my invention. 
At length, having led the life of a pretinats for more 
thana month, I attempted to make a fecond efcape, and 
to fly to the hands of jut ce for protection: but [ was 
again caught, and carried to a fpunging-houte ; ; where, 


after 
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after remaining two days, a gentleman who had been 
admitted to me at that vile woman’s, came tofee me in 
my confinement, paid off the debt for which I was arreft- 
ed, and took me to be his miftrefs. 


Bur though the life I now lead is in fome degree 
more fupportable than that which I have efcaped from, 
yet to one who hopes that fhe has ftill fome remains of 
principle left, it is terrible and fhocking. My friends 
know what Iam, and what I have been, but they reject 
and hate me: and I have not the leaft glimmering of 
hope ever to recover from the fituation ] am in, unlefs 
my ftory fhould merit the compaffion of Him to whom 
I now fend it, and finda place in the WorLp. Vile as 
Iam, I would be otherwife if I might {am not oid 
in wickednefs, though I have gone fuch lengths in it ; 
being now really and truly but juft turned of eighteen, 
and having left my father’s houfe no more than fifteen 
months ago, two of which months I lived in innocence 
and reputation with the moft worthy of families. 


As to him who has brought upon me all this weight 
of mifery, and who ferenely and unconcernediy can re- 
fle&t upon what he has done (tor io ] am fure he does) I 
have nothing to fear, and nothing to hope. I can there- 
fore have but one inducement to defire your publication 
of this letter, which is, that my friends may know that I 
have gained that credit with a ftranger which they have 
refufed to give me, and that I am really and truly an 
object of compaffion. 

Iam, Sir, 


(though loft to myfelf) 
Your moft faithful humble fervant. 
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